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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) The article produced by a method for treating an article 
having a textile surface with a stainblocker composition, the textile surface being formed from at 
least two types of dyeable nylon yams, wherein at least one type of nylon yarn is dyeable by an 
acid dyestuff and at least one other type of nylon yarn is dyeable by a cationic dyestuff, 

the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) coloring the textile surface of the article with at least an acid 
dyestuff and a cationic dyestuff; 

(b) applying a stainblocker composition to the textile surface of 
the article, the stainblocker composition having a temperature from twenty to ninety- 
five degrees Celsius (20 to 95 °C); 

(c) dFv4ftg -using infra-red energy to dry the article in a drying 
zone having a temperature in the range from seventy-five degrees Celsius to ninety- 
five degrees Celsius (75-95 °C) for a time sufficient to allow the stainblocker 
composition to react with the nylon yarn in the textile surface; and 

(d) rinsing the textile surface of die article with water, and 
thereafter drying the same, 

such that substantially the entire textile surface of the article is coated with a 
stainblocker composition whereby the textile surface has a stain resistance of 9 or higher on the 
AATCC Red 40 Stain Scale. 



2 



PAGE 2/8 1 RCVD AT 1 1/10/2004 3:37:18 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR: USPTO-EFXRF-1/4 ' DNIS:8729306 1 CSID: * DURATION (mnw$):0248 



NOV. 10. 2004 3:38PM 

Application No.: 10/737,344 



NO. 0182 P. 3 
Attorney Docket No.: 10253-00292-US/RD8025 USDIV 



2. (Original) The article produced by the method of claim 1 wherein the article is a 
caipet tile, and wherein, in step (b) the stainblocker composition is applied using a flood process, 

such that substantially the entire textile surface of the carpet tile is coated with a 
stainblocker composition whereby the textile surface of the carpet tile has a stain resistance of 9 
or higher on the AATCC Red 40 Stain Scale. 

3. (Withdrawn) A method for treating the textile surface of each of a plurality of 
tiles with a stainblocker composition, the textile surface of each tile being formed from nylon 
yarn colorable by an acid dyestuff, the textile surface of each tile being colored using an acid 
dye, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) applying a stainblocker composition to the textile surface of 
the tiles, the application of the stainblocker composition being made using a flood 
process, the stainblocker composition having a temperature from twenty to ninety- 
five degrees Celsius (20 to 95 degrees C); 

(b) drying the tile in a drying zone having a temperature in the 
range from seventy-give degrees Celsius to ninety-five degrees Celsius (75-95 
degrees C) for a time sufficient to allow the stainblocker composition to react with 
the nylon yarn in the textile surface of the tile; and 

(c) rinsing the textile surface of the tile with water, and thereafter 
the same, such that substantially the entire textile surface of each tile is coated with a 
stainblocker composition whereby the textile surface has a stain resistance of 9 or 
higher on the AATCC Red 40 Stain Scale. 

4. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 3 wherein the drying zone of step d) uses 
infrared energy to dry the tiles, 
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5. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 3 wherein the temperature of the drying zone 
is in the range from eighty degrees Celsius to eighty-five degrees Celsius (80-85 degrees 
Celsius). 

6. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 3 wherein the tiles are conveyed on a 
conveyor, and wherein the flood process is used to apply the stainblocker composition to the 
textile surface of the tiles on the conveyor. 

7. (Withdrawn) The article produced by the method of claim 3 . 

8. (Withdrawn) A method for treating the textile surface of an article with a 
stainblocker composition, the textile surface being formed from nylon yam colorable by an acid 
dyestuff, the textile surface of the article being colored using an acid dye, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) applying a stainblocker composition to the textile surface of 
the article, the stainblocker composition having a temperature from twenty to ninety- 
five degrees Celsius (20 to 95 degrees Celsius); 

(b) drying the article in a drying zone having a temperature in the 
range from seventy-five degrees Celsius to ninety-five degrees Celsius (75-95 
degrees Celsius) for a time sufficient to allow the stainblocker composition to react 
with the nylon yam in the textile surface; and 

(c) rinsing the textile surface of the article with water, and 
thereafter drying the same, such that substantially the entire textile surface of the 
article is coated with a stainblocker composition whereby the textile surface has a 
stain resistance of 9 or higher on the AATCC Red 40 Stain Scale. 

9. (Withdrawn) The article produced by the method of claim 8. 
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10. (Previously Presented) The article produced by the method of claim 1 wherein 
the temperature of drying zone of step (c) is maintained by application of infra-red energy. 

1 1 , (Previously Presented) The article produced by the method of claim 1 wherein 
the temperature of the drying zone is in the range of eighty degrees Celsius to eighty-five 
degrees Celsius (80 - 85°C), 
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